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The best of  
both worlds

Make talk
magazine
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First, a little bit of history…
Some 27 years ago, a group of ambitious young Tribesmen undertook 
the production of a newsletter summarizing the events of The Tribe of 
Mic-O-Say. That fledgling publication was cobbled together from text 

created in a simple word processing program and headlines crafted with rub-
on letters. Be it ever so humble, Make Talk was born.
 About a decade ago, Make Talk took a giant leap from its humble begin-
nings as a newsletter to a full color magazine that won national recognition 
for several consecutive years. Due to some unavoidable priorities at the time, 
Make Talk ceased publication. But on its heels was born Make Talk Now, with 
all of the video and multi-media presentations on the Tribe’s website that to-
day’s Tribesmen have come to expect and enjoy.
 Video and print are two different expressions in media and each serves 
a unique purpose. Video allows an up to the minute conveyance of news and 
other items in an animated, fast-paced format. Missing with the magazine’s 
absence was the more permanent archive and testimonial of events, happen-
ings, advancements and the like—something a Tribesman could read now, but 
even more important, look back on a year from now—or a decade from now.
 So we asked ourselves, why not do both? 
 With this issue, Make Talk— the magazine— returns as a new publication 
of the Make Talk Now staff.  The reborn magazine is presented in digital form, 
but identical in format to the original magazine. And Make Talk resumes right 
where it left off:  This issue is designated Volume 23, Number 1.
 With the return of Make Talk magazine, and the lively video and multi-
media presentations of Make Talk Now, Tribesmen can truly enjoy the best of 
both worlds.

timothy Murphy, MD Alex Zanatta
Publisher, Make Talk Magazine Executive Producer, Make Talk Now



Runner & Tom-Tom Beater Retreat
8:00 a.m. Runner, TTB Registration Goetz Lodge

Tribal Council Meeting Swimming Rock Lodge
9:00 a.m. Opening Running Horse Council Ring
9:30 a.m. Runner, TTB  Interviews To be announced
12:30 p.m. Lunch Corral
1:30 p.m. Runner, TTB Interviews (Continued)
1:30 p.m. Runner & TTB Training (Continued)

Tribal Feast
3:30 p.m. Tribal Council Meeting Swimming Rock Lodge
4:00 – 6:00 p.m. Registration Trading Post
6:30 p.m. Flag Ceremony – Dinner Dining Hall
8:15 p.m. Dress for Ceremonies
8:45 p.m. Pow Wow & Ceremonies** Running Horse Council Ring

**This is not a public ceremony!  Tribesmen only! 
   

Summer season gets underway with 
Tribal Feast and Retreats on May 31
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Tribesmen of Mic-O-Say, hear and heed 
the sound of the call. The long winter 
has passed. On the 31st sun of the 5th 

moon, the clans of the Tribe will gather on 
the geiger Reservation to break bread, have 
fellowship and renew friendships. It is time 
for the annual Tribal Feast. 
 Every Tribesman will want to attend 
this event, one of the longest-standing tradi-
tions the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 
 When the meal is finished, Tribesmen 
will have an opportunity to contribute to the 
Self Denial offering. The proceeds of Self 
Denial are invested in the Dog Soldier En-
dowment, the proceeds of which are used 
to fund the Tribe. Every Tribesman is asked 
to contribute something, whether large 
or small. It is a tangible way of expressing 
gratitude by all of us for what the Tribe has 
meant to us personally.
after the evening meal, Tribesmen will don 

costumes and gather in Running Horse 
Council Ring. after events there, the Tribe 
will proceed by rank to 4F. The evening 
ceremonies will include a memorial to our 
departed brother Tribesmen and all will wit-
ness the elevation of a new Chieftain. 
 On that same day, and prior to the 
Feast, the Tom-Tom Beaters and Runners of 
our Tribe will gather for a time of instruction 
in the various responsibilities of their par-
ticular paint stations. Each Tom-Tom Beater 
and Runner will be interviewed by members 
of the Tribal Council and Council of Chief-
tains. Participation in the retreat should be 
regarded as a necessary step for anyone 
who wishes to be considered for advance-
ment this summer.
 The schedules for the Retreat and for 
the Tribal Feast appear below.

Register now by clicking this link.

http://micosay.org/news-events-3/upcoming-events/item/118


By Alex Zanatta 
Program Committee Member

It’s been almost a full year since we have 
all enjoyed the fun of Camp Geiger Sum-
mer Camp. Whether your favorite Camp 
activity is the C.O.P.E. course, the swim-

ming pool, the shooting ranges, campfires, 
or the dining hall, Camp Geiger has been 
hosting fun for everyone for the last 78 
years and the 79th isn’t looking to change 
that! However, there will be a few minor 
changes to the way the fun will be present-
ed this summer.
 Under the direction of John Hesson 
and Aaron Lewis, the Camp Program Com-
mittee has worked hard this off-season to 
evaluate the 2013 Camping Season and find 
suitable ways to make Camp even better in 
2014! Here is a brief list of things that will 
stay at camp for 2014: Trading Post, swim-
ming pool, campfires, Mic-O-Say, and trees. 
With those Camp staples in tact, it was im-
portant to mix up a few other of the many 
fun activities.
 One area to expect a few changes 
is the Dining Hall. While we can’t give all 
the secrets away, because that would be 
too easy, we can let you know that Spin or 
Bust might be just a little different in 2014. 
Good luck if your name is called for that 
after a meal. Another noteworthy change 
in the Dining Hall involves everyone’s favor-

ite Camp Geiger Weigh-In challenge, King 
Pee-Wee. Now moving to Tuesday night, 
the King will have a chance to establish his 
ruling domain of camp for a little bit longer 
each session.
 Also switching gears on Tuesday 
Nights will be the Geiger 60 Games. The 
competitive individual events will still take 
place, but there will also be an opportunity 
to take part in a few different team sports 
with the Staff that evening.
 Always on the lookout for new merit 
badges, the program committee selected 
to include Radio and Chess for 2014. Those 
two will be incorporated into the new and 
growing Trades Program Area that was 
introduced in 2013. The Camp Geiger Mu-
seum, also introduced in 2013, will continue 
to provide an archive of Camp and Mic-O-
Say history with a new ability to do your 
own sifting through the history with new 
research stations being added this summer.
 With these few changes blended into 
the continued tradition of the Geiger Reser-
vation, the 2014 camping adventure should 
one of the best for both the young and the 
“more experienced” campers. It’s never too 
late to pick a week and come out to join in 
the fun of Camp Geiger. If you’re interested 
in registering to camp in 2014, contact the 
Pony Express Council Office at www.pony-
expressbsa.org

Are you ready?
Camp Geiger 2014 is ready for you
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Words
FROM THE

Inner
Circle
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My year as the Tribe’s 2013-14 Chieftain is com-
ing to an end.  I have learned many things 
over the past year, and had a wonderful time 
interacting with Tribesmen, young and old.  

Certainly, ours is a Tribe rich in friends and leaders.  
Given this opportunity to address the Tribe, albeit in 
print, I’d like each reader to consider the kind of friend 
and leader you are.  

 Historically, Scouting is an organization cen-
tered around preparing young men for adulthood.  
Mic-O-Say has woven into that preparation, themes 
that require of each member, specific relational com-
mitments.  These commitments, intertwined with the 
principles of the Scout Oath and Law should prepare 
us to be men of virtue, and good character.  These 
principles are not spoken simply to open or close a 
campfire, but are intended to reinforce in each of us 
how we are to live our day-to-day lives.  Living these 
principles will require, at different times, a courageous 
act of character: 

•	 At	times,	it	will	be	an	act	of	confrontation;	
•	 At	times,	standing	with	the	weak;	
•	 At	times,	leading	when	you’re	afraid;	
•	 At	times,	admitting	when	you’re	wrong.	

 These types of acts, lived out over a lifetime, 
are the evidence that we are trustworthy, loyal, help-
ful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, 
brave, clean, and reverent.  I am personally thank-
ful that the Lord is there to strengthen me to walk in 
these virtues that are consistent with my faith.  May 
God also be with you, as you pledge your honor to do 
your best.

Character counts,

Darrell Jones
Chieftain Short Fire 

Character counts



By Spencer Rosenak
Firebuilder Little Distant Vision

The 2014 Eagle Recognition Dinner 
was held February 22 at Moila Shrine 
Temple, in St. Joseph Missouri. The 
purpose of the dinner was to honor 

those Scouts in the Pony Express Council 
who received their Eagle Scout Award in 
2013. The dinner also honored long time 
Scouter Gary Combs as the 2013 Eagle 
Class Honoree.
 The evening opened with a social 
hour as guests arrived to the 2nd floor 
banquet hall at the Moila Temple. The room 

was decorated with Eagle Scout memora-
bilia and a projector listed the several spon-
sors who could not be in attendance for 
the evening. The 25 attending Eagle Scouts 
enjoyed conversations about their projects, 
anticipation for the evening in their honor, 
and a shared sentiment of relief and pride 
for their success and accomplishment.
 As the 7 o’clock hour grew near, the 
Eagles, their guests, and attending sponsors 
found their seats as the show was ready to 
begin. The dinner chairman, David Whitmer, 
called forth the colors, expressed the impor-
tance of becoming an Eagle Scout through 
an entertaining story of his own Eagle Din-

GARY coMBS iS HoNoREE

Pony Express Council proudly 
presents the 2013 Eagle class
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Pictured above is the 2013 Eagle Scout Class. Center front is Alan Franks, Scout Executive 
presenting a commemorative plaque to honoree Gary Combs.



ner, then said the two magic words, “Let’s 
Eat!”
 After a filling buffet dinner, the new 
Eagle Scouts were introduced and honored 
individually by the Pony Express Council 
Scout Executive, Alan Franks. Franks gave 
the young men their new duties and respon-
sibilities as Eagle Scouts, reminded them of 
the many people who helped them along 
the Trail, and congratulated them one more 
time.
 Next was the moment to honor the 
2013 Eagle Class Honoree, Gary Combs. 
Combs, a Medicine Man in the Tribe of Mic-
O-Say and Silver Beaver Recipient, has been 
involved in the Pony Express Council at just 
about every level possible for almost 40 
years. His son, Kevin, spoke in his honor to 
the Eagles just before Gary gave his own 
inspiring words to the young men. Combs’ 
contributions to Scouting were well recog-

nized with a standing ovation as he con-
cluded his address to the audience.
 Whitmer concluded the fantastic 
evening by presenting Combs with a plaque 
listing the 2013 Eagle Scouts of the Pony 
Express Council. The Eagles, Combs and 
Franks gathered together for a photo as 
the crowd was dismissed and many waited 
around to shake the hands of the new Ea-
gles and the Eagle Honoree.
 The 2014 Eagle Dinner was a great 
night overall. Thanks to all the donating 
sponsors of the dinner, the chairman David 
Whitmer, and the Mic-O-Say Special Events 
Committee for your roles in making this 
event a success.
 Congratulations again to all 59 Eagle 
Scouts of the Pony Express Council in 2013 
and congratulations to Gary Combs, the 
2013 Eagle Honoree.
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Gary Combs, for whom this year’s Eagle class is named is pictured at the left, 
seated next to his son, and to the right is long-time Scouter Ken Paden.



On July 2, 1964, President Johnson signed the Civil 
Rights Act – forever changing America.
That same day, miles away from Washington, DC, I 
stood before a blazing bonfire in rural America and 

was tapped into the Tribe of Mic-O-Say – forever changing me.  
 For four-and-twenty hours I experienced a rite of pas-
sage that challenged every fiber of my being: “I…searched my-
self and sought my inner strength and goaded my own spirit to 
enshrine within my heart four long enduring goals that on the 
morrow might have more avail than just the memory of totem 
poles, or white-washed rock.”
 In the late evening hours of July 3, 1964, Medicine Man 
Swimming Rock placed a claw hanging on a piece of craftstrip 
around my neck, a feather in my Foxman’s headband, and pro-
claimed “Brave Red Breasted Woodpecker.”  There were a few 
chuckles in the crowd.
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50 Years
I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference

– Robert Frost

Mic-O-Say  
The view from fifty years

By Bill McMurray
Chieftain Red Breasted 
Woodpecker
“Your Chief”



 The following evening my family celebrated July 4th with 
fried chicken and all the fixins’. After dark, as we sat under the Elm 
tree in our back yard on Mark Twain Street watching the fireworks, 
my Dad (Eagle Scout, 1923) reminisced about his career in the 
US Navy. He served  in the South Pacific during World War II, and 
had been a member of the Naval Reserve since the end of the war 
–  two decades of service to his Country.  My Mother quoted Presi-
dent Kennedy’s Inaugural Address:  “Ask not what your country 
can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.”  I remem-
ber saying to them that I intended to serve my country by earning 
the rank of Eagle, by becoming a priest or teacher, and by some-
day getting involved in politics. Of course, these thoughts were on 
my mind:  because I had made a resolution.

 The rest of the summer I rarely removed my red, white, and 
blue lanyard and Eagle’s claw.   Mom (Golden Eaglet Scout, 1934) 
observed not only the lanyard and claw, but also a strengthened 
sense of purpose in her son’s life.  Trained as a journalist and gift-
ed with the sixth sense of the Irish, she started asking questions 
- and thus began our lengthy conversations that went on for over 
thirty years - on every topic imaginable – until the day she died.  
These conversations started: because I had made a resolution.
 At the end of August, Cathedral organist Walton J. Smith 
retired. Inspired by his example and encouraged by Monsignors 
Ruggle and Nowland, I began playing the organ for two Masses 
every Sunday.  That same month, I  entered Christian Brothers 
High School as a Freshman. Our classes began with the prayer, 
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” and 
concluded, “Live, Jesus, in our hearts – forever!” After classes, the 
Brothers put our Faith into action: I volunteered for tutoring un-
derprivileged children, served as organist for the State Hospital’s 
Catholic	Chapel;	gathered	food	for	the	needy;		raised	money	for	
the	missions;	helped	out	at	Noyes	Home;	visited	nursing	homes;	
and joined YCS (Young Christian Students).  I became more active 
in the practice of my Faith: because I had made a resolution.
 The following February I was organist for the Scout Sunday 
Observance at Cathedral, after which I was introduced to Scout 
Executive Finley F. Fiske, and Assistant Scout Executive, Daniel J. 
Jansen.  The Chief asked my name, and I answered, “Bill McMur-
ray,” to which Finley replied, “Oh, I know that, Brave – your Chief 
wants to know your Indian name!”  Well, I told my Chief  my Indian 
name, after which he praised my musicianship more than I de-
served, and concluded by challenging me to attend Camp Geiger 
that summer and earn my second claw. Then Dan spoke up, saying 
he was the camp director, and asked  if I’d like to earn that sec-
ond claw as a member of the 1965 Camp Geiger Staff, working in 
handicraft, helping the younger Scouts earn basketry and leather-
work merit badges.  I said yes: because I had made a resolution.
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 And so it began – walking the path of my 4HR – at a time 
when many contrary paths were posited in an America increas-
ingly at odds with itself. 
 Mom and I continued having our conversations, the Cathe-
dral and the Christian Brothers continued nourishing my Faith,  
Scouting and MOS challenged me to serve my country and to help 
other people at all times.  I earned Eagle, advanced to KSB, and 
made life-long friends at Camp Geiger.  
 A rite of passage fifty years ago anchored my life in guid-
ing principles that have never failed me. The Great Spirit has richly 
blessed my life, and I give thanks, on my golden anniversary as a 
Tribesman.
 “I have known brotherhood….I have been strengthened by 
an Eagle’s claw.”
 “And that has made all the difference.”

50 Years

Memories of a long gone 
campfire— and much more

By Fred Mercer
Sachem White Patch

When I received a call remind-
ing me that this summer’s 
camping season will be my 
fiftieth year as a Tribesman of 

Mic-O-Say. I reflected back on my memo-
ries, taking me back to that night of my 
first campfire, and the four items that I was 
to think about.
 Those four things have made a big 
difference in my life.
 Even now, what better place to re-
member than to build a small fire and think 
about all those young men that I grew up 
with. My fire tonight is a lot brighter-- but 



not any more meaningful than that fire from all those years ago.
 That summer, I had completed the Eagle Board of Review the week 
before camp. I was sure I had the world by the tail. Little did I know what was 
ahead in my life. 
 The late Sixties were fun, working my way to warrior at camp and on 
through the pain stations.
 As time went on, I met my future wife, went to trade school, and started 
to work for Transworld Airlines. I was transferred to San Francisco in 1970, and 
returned to Kansas City via St. Louis, Mo., in 1973. I worked for Saudi Arabian 
Airlines in 1982 and 1983. I worked in Kansas City for American Airlines after 
its purchase of TWA in 2003, until they closed the overhaul base in 2010. I 
then transferred to St. Louis to continue working as a crew chief for American 
Airlines. I continued to attend a week of camp each summer whenever pos-
sible.
 My dad continued to attend a week every year with Albany’s troop, my 
younger brothers were also there for numerous years. Eventually my own sons 
attended, and now my grandsons.

 Thinking back now, I’m not sure I realized what a great time I was hav-
ing. I made a lot of good friends, some for a week, some for a lifetime.
 Camp has changed. There are a lot of new campsites. There are old ones 
no longer used just like the old trails that are grown over and exist now only in 
my memories of camp activities of so long ago. Even now, while I am seated 
on the benches beside the parking lot, I’ve watched many a friend come and 
go by. I have so many rich memories that I carry with me always.
 I wish I could thank the great Tribesmen that have made it possible for 
me to have had so many of my experiences. Some of these old Scouts are no 
longer travelling the hills and valleys of camp. We all have stories about camp 
and such Tribesmen that are near and dear to us.
 I’m very proud of my family, including two sons that are Eagle Scouts 
and Keepers. I have three grandsons in the Tribe, as is my wife, a daughter and 
two sons in law.
 It’s been very hard to write about myself. But there are so many things 
I’d like to pass on to the newest members and the oldest Tribesman.
 I always thought that time was a predator, stalking me. It seems I’ve 
never had enough time for the great things I wanted to do with my family and 
friends. But as I look back on the last fifty years, I’ve come to realize that time 
had me on a great journey. 
 I’m hoping that time will keep me on this journey for many more camp-
ing seasons.

12



Way
This is the

I Remember It

1914 - At thirteen years of age, Bartle enlisted in the army. “He 
lied about his age.  Being tall and large for his age, there 

was no reason not to believe him,” said his daughter Jimmy.  When Sam-
uel Bartle discovered his son’s intention, he secured proof of Roe Bartle’s 
age and was able to get his son discharged a few days later.

1924 - In St. Joseph, the local newspaper reported that only 62 
Boy Scouts attended summer camp at Camp Brinton dur-

ing the summer of 1924. In October, upon the resignation of O.J. Williams 
in St. Joseph, Bartle was contacted by the Missouri council and offered 
the job of Scout Executive in St. Joseph. Bartle accepted the transfer.

1934 - Notorious criminals Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow are 
shot to death by Texas and Louisiana state police while 

driving a stolen car near Sailes, Louisiana.  
 In St. Joseph, Simon Rositzky actively worked on the new camp 
being created on the Geiger property:  “...swimming was difficult, and 
the creek emptying into the river was just a way to get wet.  It became 
apparent that a swimming pool had to be an immediate project.  With 
some effort, we raised the money and proceeded with the excavation on 
a rock outcropping on the hillside above the dining hall.  It was a joy to 
lots of boys who found it a big part of the camping experience.  The care 
of this home-made pool was a constant task, and for the years we used 
it, there was always trouble.  Even when the new camp was added to the 
Reservation, we continued to hike over to this pool for swimming...”  
 On July 22, John Dillinger, the famous gangster was killed leaving a 
Chicago theater.

1944 - The regular camp fee in 1944 was $8 per week.  
On February 29, General Douglas MacArthur began a mili-

tary offensive effort through the Pacific Islands.  
 Wayne Taylor, who would later become Medicine Man Fears No 
Wind and serve as camp director for five consecutive years, had become 

A reprise of  
Scouting and Mic-O-Say  
decade by decade

Concurrent news events are interposed in the 
stories to give the reader an idea of what was 
going on in the nation and community at the 
time. Those news items are italicized.
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an engineer-gunner in a B17 Bomber, flying 35 combat missions out of 
an airfield located near Foggia, Italy.  
 On March 24, Wiley Cox who had years earlier become the first St. 
Joseph man to receive the Silver Beaver Award, was presented “the new 
Silver Antelope Award” at a Region 8 meeting in Columbia, Missouri.  
 On July 20, a bomb exploded in Adolph Hitler’s headquarters, in-
juring the Fuhrer.  
 James M. Hower, a future Chieftain of Mic-O-Say, was a member of 
the Army Air Force’s 447th Bomb Group.  Hower would fly 30 bombing 
missions over France and Germany.  
 On November 7, Franklin Roosevelt was elected President, for an 
unprecedented fourth-term.  
 On December 18, Dr. Charles Geiger was elected president of the 
St. Joseph District Board.

1954 - On January 8, a young truck driver in Memphis, Tennes-
see walked into Sun Record’s recording studio and paid 

four dollars to record two songs for his mother.  Elvis Presley would 
soon be able to quit his day job.  
 On April 3, about 50 Scouters were on hand at Camp Geiger for 
a “big lift” work day.  Among projects scheduled were construction of 
a Rifle Range, a new Council Ring, a guard rail for the parking lot and 
repair of the inter-camp telephone system.  
 On May 24, the development of an “electronic brain” designed 
specifically for business use was announced by the International Busi-
ness Machines Corporation.  
 Gene Amerine became a Sachem in 1954, and served as Tapper 
during that summer - the first Honorary Warrior to have done so.  
 On Sunday, August 8, a news story announced that Camp Geiger 
had a new building for handicraft work.  The new building would serve for 
many years as the Handicraft Lodge, before being designated as the Nature 
Lodge.  The structure was a gift of the News-Press and Gazette in St. Joseph.

1964 - On February 12, 1964, The Beatles arrived in America, 
greeted by thousands at Kennedy Airport.  

 On March 14, Jack Ruby was sentenced to death for the murder of 
Lee Harvey Oswald.  
 On April 5, the Ford Motor Company unveiled its newest model: 
the Mustang.  
 On May 11, Darrell Jones was born.  Jones would become a Staff 
member, a Tribal Council member and eventually a Chieftain.  
 Chief Swift Spear elevated Dan Jansen to Sachem during the first 
week’s ceremonies.  Jansen would become Camp Director and a Medi-
cine Man.  The next week, State Senator Hardin Cox, who had become a 
Brave in 1942, was made an Honorary Warrior.  
 On July 2, President Lyndon Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act.
   During the sixth session of 1964, Tom Tom Beater Little Venison 
Hunter, Scott Hodgin, was chosen as the Tapper.  The next evening an 
adult Brave, W.C. McCoy of Chillicothe, who had become a Brave in 
1943, was made an Honorary Warrior and some years later, would be-
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come a Chieftain.  New Sachem Lenny Anderson was directed to devel-
op a standard speech for visitors at the Tapping Ceremony.  This script 
would become the Visitors Orientation.  
 On November 2, Lyndon Johnson won a landslide victory over 
Barry Goldwater in the presidential election.

1974 - The first Mic-O-Say Redbooks go on sale for $1 each at 
the Tribal Feast in May.  

 On April 8, Hank Aaron hit his 715th career home run, beating 
Babe Ruth’s record.  
 On Saturday July 27, a House of Representatives panel voted 27-
11 for impeachment of President Nixon for obstruction of justice in the 
Watergate scandal.  Nixon resigned on August 8, the first President in 
history to leave office in disgrace.  
 On October 29, Muhammed Ali regained his world heavyweight 
boxing title by knocking out George Foreman.  
 On Saturday December 28 and 29, the Paint Station Pow Wow 
was held at Camp Geiger.  This would eventually come to be known as 
the annual Conclave.

1984 - At the Friday ceremonies of fourth session, KSB Short 
Fire, Darrell Jones, gave the first-ever recitation by a KSB 

of the Customs and Traditions.  John Young, the new Scout Executive 
and already an Honorary Warrior, was elevated as Chief Thundering 
Eagle at the Fall Pow Wow. 
 On October 21, the new Rositzky Service Center was dedicated in 
St. Joseph.  On November 6, Ronald Reagan was reelected.

1994 - On April 22, Richard Milhous Nixon, the only U.S. Presi-
dent to ever resign from office, died.  On June 18, O. J. 

Simpson was arrested in the killing of his wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, 
and friend, Ronald Goldman.  
 Future Directing MM Ed Stroud was the head KSB this year.  
By mid-1994 there were 2,738 websites on the world-wide web and mass 
marketing campaigns were launched via email, introducing the term 
“spamming” to the Internet vocabulary.  
 The Amazon.com domain was registered on November 1.  
 Larry Lacy, Honorary Warrior Iron Bear died in December at age 
48, having served as the Camp Ranger since 1990.
 

2004 - Facebook was launched by Mark Zuckerberg and fel-
low students in February as a social networking site for 

Harvard students and Google introduced Gmail in April.  
 Rod Dixon, professional scouter and camp director from 1968 
through 1971, died on March 28.  
 Oldsmobile built its final car on April 29, ending 107 years of production.  
 Bob Schilling received the Four Fires Award at the annual Feast.  
Richard Snooks, 
 Chieftain Eagle Feather and author of the Camp Geiger Grace, 
died on September 2.
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By Brandon Keller
KSB Little Strong Mustang

Have you ever wanted to test your 
survival skills or rappel 300 feet 
down live rock? Maybe you have 
wanted to bike the beautiful Ozark 

Mountains, or water ski on the crystal clear 
waters of Beaver Lake? If you have then you 
should come to Venture Quest 2014, where 
you can try your hand at black powder 
shooting or scuba diving and explore the 
hidden artifacts of Beaver Lake in Arkansas! 
 Venture Quest is a program for boys 
and girls between the ages of 14 to 21 that 
are looking for a new exciting trip to add 

to their summer vacation! The program 
has been designed to provide opportuni-
ties to Venturers that they may not be able 
to otherwise do in the Midwest, mixed with 
crowd pleasing favorites such as mountain 
biking and shooting sports. Venturers are 
even able to choose what they want to do 
during	their	week	adventure;	there	is	really	
an activity to fulfill everyone’s interest! This 
year Venturers can choose from Climbing, 
Scuba Diving, Watercraft, Kayaking, Out-
door Cooking, Wilderness Survival/First Aid, 
Shooting Sports or Mountain Biking! 
 Your adventure will start Sunday July 
27th in the rugged bluffs of Camp Geiger on 
the mighty Missouri River near Saint Joseph, 

Join the adventure  
with Venture Quest 2014!
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Mo. Here you will be greeted by our pro-
gram staff to start off your week long ad-
venture with a pool and root beer party. On 
Tuesday, we load up the vehicles and go 
on a 5 hour road trip to Beaver Lake out-
side of Eureka Springs, Arkansas! Here you 
will spend the rest of the week working on 
the adventure of your choice in the beau-
tiful Ozark Mountains! Even better when 
you are not out on your adventures, our 
program staff will have exciting activities 
planned for you back at our air conditioned 
housing, you can even expect a water bal-
loon fight while we are there! Friday after-
noon we will make our way back to Camp 

Geiger where we will gather once again for 
a closing banquet, then part our separate 
ways and memories of the awesome week 
we had! 
 If this sounds like what you have been 
looking for to make your summer vacation 
“The Best Summer Ever”, then look no fur-
ther than Venture Quest! 
 Head on over to www.ponyexpress-
bsa.org today to reserve your spot! Be one 
of the first 10 to sign up by June 1st and get 
your Venture Quest T-shirt Free! 
 Questions? Email us at peventure-
quest@gmail.com or you can text or call 
913-360-3084!
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Who’s the tapper?
By Brandon Keller
KSB Little Strong Mustang

E
ach Thursday evening during the summer camp, there is a feeling around 
camp that you can truly witness nowhere else. From the time you hear the 
roaring question of “Who’s the Tapper” to the final roll of the drum as the 
tapper runs back up Cardiac hill, there is a certain excitement and anxiety all 

across the Camp Geiger. A few things you can always wonder is what does the Tap-
per feel about his experience as of serving as Tapper, and I sure wish I knew more 
about the guy running around in a circle with full face paint, a belt of bells and a 
torch. Wait no more, as I introduce you to the Tappers from the 2013 camping sea-
son! 

1ST SESSION 
Paul Glaessmann
KSB River Ghost
Troop 377- Ralston, NE 

4 Years on Staff 
Blue Dance Coup
Silver Coup
Patrick L. Newman Scholarship Recipient

“Being tapper for our great Tribe 
is a once in a lifetime experience 
that I will truly cherish for as long 
as I wear my claws around my neck, 
which will be as long as I live.”
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2ND SESSION 
Mark Langemach 
KSB Least Night Sky
Troop 60-Savannah, MO 

•	 5 Years on Staff 
•	 Blue Dance Coup
•	 Silver Coup
•	 Patrick L. Newman Scholarship Recipient
•	 Head Runner

“I just felt like being chosen as the Tapper 
is the best honor you can get. Silver Coup 
and Staff Coup, along with everything they 
represent, are fantastic, but being the Tap-
per is the pinnacle of my scouting career. 
That being said, my goal now is to make 
sure that the young men that I tapped into 
the tribe value it as much as I do and I look 
forward to seeing them advance this sum-
mer and summers to come”

3RD SESSION- 
Colton Zirkle 
KSB Hunts Buffalo
Troop 216- St. Joseph, MO 

•	 1 Year on Staff 
•	 Blue Dance Coup
•	 Patrick L. Newman Scholar-

ship Recipient 

“I was very humbled by the 
honor of tapping this past 
summer.  I hope to stay 
active and be present in 
the lives of the young men 
I tapped, on their trail to 
Eagle.”



P

5TH SESSION
Austin Kerns
KSB Smallest Swift Roaring Silver Bird
Troop 60- Savannah, MO 

•	 4 Years on Staff 
•	 Green Dance Coup
•	 Silver Coup
•	 Lone Bear Council
•	 Patrick L. Newman Scholarship Recipi-

ent 
•	
“Serving as tapper was a very hum-
bling experience. Letting those I 
tapped get to experience the journey 
of Mic-O-Say, that has helped to make 
me who I am today, is such an honor. 
Bringing in so many new faces to the 
Tribe is something I will never forget.”

4TH SESSION
Brandon Keller
KSB Little Strong Mustang
Troop 313- Hiawatha, KS  

•	 7 Years on Staff 
•	 Green Dance Coup, 
•	 Silver Coup, Lone Bear 

Council, 
•	 Patrick L. Newman 

Scholarship Recipient

“The night my name was called to serve as Tapper 
had to be the most exciting and humbling experi-
ences of my tribal career, and the fireworks in the 
distance during tapping were an added bonus! Over-
all it was a true honor to bring new Scouts into an 
organization that has been such a big part of my life. 
I can’t wait to watch the scouts I tapped advance in 
the years to come, and experience all Mic-O-Say has 
to offer.” 
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6TH SESSION
Hunter Thomas
KSB Little Silver White Wolf
Troop 16- St. Joseph, MO

•	 5 Years on Staff 
•	 Green Dance Coup
•	 Silver Coup
•	 Lone Bear Council
•	 Head Fire Builder
•	 Head Tom-Tom Beater

“Most of the night I tapped is a blur but there 
was one thought that stuck with me the whole 
time I was running around that circle and that 
was ‘Please don’t fall and light yourself on fire’ 
but even with that fear, it was one of the best 
night of my life”

 Everyone that has served as tapper can’t wait for this summer, when they are able 
to share this special experience with 6 more individuals that get to run down that the hill. 
Even though the selection process for tapper is unknown, you always have to remember 
when you are asking, “Who’s the Tapper?,” that it may just be you! 
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By Andrew Gerhardt
Warrior Least Ho Ke Ya Pew

The Pony Express Council Recogni-
tion Dinner took place April 5, 2014 
at Grace Evangelical Church in St. 
Joseph, MO. The Council Dinner is 

a time to recognize volunteers across the 
districts and award the Council’s highest 
award, the Silver Beaver, to those deserving 
recipients.
 The evening opened at 5 p.m. with 
a social hour for guests as well as the An-
nual Heritage Society Reception. After all 
the guests arrived, greeted each other, and 
found their spots for dinner, there was only 
one thing that seemed logical to do: eat 
dinner! Dinner was a generous portion of 
Chicken Parmesan, twice baked potatoes, 
green bean casserole and for dessert, pea-
nut butter and fudge parfait.
 After dinner, the guests were treated 
to the evening program portion of the night. 
The program started with event Chairman 

Jim Wheeler introducing the emcee, Clark 
Hampton. Clark then introduced Scout Ex-
ecutive Alan Franks and Council President 
Nick Robb. All three gentlemen gave their 
remarks of wisdom and excitement for 
Scouting in the Pony Express Council.
 The awards quickly got underway 
with recognition of the newest members 
of the James E. West Fellowship. These 
gentlemen had also been given honors at 
the previously mentioned Heritage Society 
Reception. Each District was then present-
ed with their Key 3 Journey to Excellence 
Awards. All districts received high marks 
and were noted by Franks as being suc-
cessful in many areas including, “member-
ship growth, financial stewardship, trained 
quality leaders, and continued focus on 
program.”
 Congratulations to the many volun-
teers at all levels of the Pony Express Coun-
cil for your outstanding service to Scouting 
in 2013!

Special banquet recognizes our  
council’s outstanding Scouters

This year’s Silver Beaver recipients are Paul Becker, Dave Bengston, Mabel Blanchard and 
Darrell Jones



A
s you may recall, Make Talk Now 
broke the news last spring that 
the Short Arrow Campsite project 
would be ready for the 2013 camp-

ing season. However, due to major weather 
setbacks, the project was put on hold for 
the summer and resumed again this past 
off-season. And WOW, have these guys 
been busy! Here is a refresher on the story 
reported last May by Sachem River Falls.
 In time for the 2015 camping season, 
the Short Arrow Campsite will be unlike any 
campsite ever before on the Geiger Reser-
vation. To supplement the enormous reno-
vations and improvements around camp 
over the last several years, the Facilities 
Committee has now shifted their focus to 

the campsites. With the Short Arrow Camp-
site as their pilot project, volunteers have 
worked the entire offseason on taking down 
tents and putting up tipis for campers to 
sleep in during their stay at Camp Geiger.
 In addition to the new creative hous-
ing quarters in the Short Arrow campsite, 
the theme will continue with a “mineshaft” 
latrine facility. “Our goal is that every camp-
site will have a theme, flushing toilets, show-
ers, and a shelter,” says Ken Baker, Chief 
Little Pack Rock about the future of the 
campsite renovations at camp.
 The Short Arrow campsite has been 
an unusual challenge to properly engineer. 
As such,  Short Arrow is targeted to be 
ready for the 2015 camping season.

Platforms in place for the new Tipis at Short Arrow Campsite – as of April 19, 2014

Short Arrow
Work continues to proceed on a totally new 
concept in summer Scout camping
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First ever Scouting 500 draws over 
12,000 Scouts to Kansas Speedway

On the banks of the Kansas Speed-
way, a literal city arose overnight. 
Where only hours before was a 
gentle field of green grass beyond 

the raceway, more than 12,000 Scouts from 
the area descended on the usually pastoral 
land to prepare for a weekend of Scouting 
adventure mighty similar to what one might 
expect to find at a National Jamboree.  
 The event was sponsored by the 
Heart of America Council and invitations 
were extended to neighboring councils, 
including the Pony Express Council, to join 
the festivities.
 Two years in the planning, Scouting 
500, like a jamboree,  is destined to be an 
event that will repeat every four years.

 Boy Scouts and Venturers camped for 
the weekend, and the day program was also 
open to Cub Scouts, Scout parents, and the 
public.
 There were more than 100 different 
activities available to participants. Scouts 
could soak up the experience as firefighters, 
train enthusiasts, restorers of vintage auto-
mobiles, brick masons, exotic animal keep-
ers, and representatives of dozens of fields 
of interest stood ready to educate and 
entertain.
 Scouts could drive go-karts, try their 
hand at an all terrain vehicle, go down a zip 
line, climb a rock wall, or even throw fris-
bees to trained dogs who never failed to 
catch!



 The Saturday evening program began with the parade of 
flags by all units in attendance (above). This was followed by a 
true Nascar style event featuring six cars in a 45 lap race. 
 As darkness fell, Scouts were entertained on the Midway 
by the band Zero. The evening’s activities concluded with a 
spectacular fireworks show. Photo below shows a distant shot of 
the display as seen from the tent city.
 The event concluded Sunday morning in true Scouting 
fashion, honoring the 12th point of the Scout Law with a large 
interdenominational Protestant service and Catholic Mass.
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Journey’s End
I go, great Spirit,  

answering thy call
For it is well…  

My brothers carry on.
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Elsworth L.  Abbott War Paint Honorary Warrior January 1, 2013
Russell L. Bush Big Spotted Butterfly Honorary Warrior April 12, 2014
David Crites Little Moving Fingers Runner May 18, 2013
John Davis Clipped Feathers Brave January 25, 2013
Raymond C Hickok, Jr. Little Iron Thong Firebuilder April 20, 2013
Mike Houston Grain Trader Honorary Warrior March 25, 2014
James Hunolt Yellow Thunderbolt Firebuilder October 25, 2013
William Johnson Metal Cutter Honorary Warrior April 30, 2014
Brad R. Miller Painted Rings Runner May 19, 2013
Robert D. Richie Gourd Tender Honorary Warrior May 12, 2013
Troy D. Wilson Coyote Mask Tom Tom Beater June 20, 2013

These are our brother Tribesmen whose earthly path  
has come to an end during the past 16 moons. 

Their names will be called for the final time at 4F  
as their lives are memorialized in a  
traditional ceremony of tribute  
to be conducted on the evening of the Tribal Feast.



 Some of the expenses incurred in 
the production of Make Talk and Make Talk 
Now are underwritten by sponsors.
 The Tribe of Mic-O-Say conveys its 
thanks to our sponsors.

Tom Bryon Todd Graves

Brad Derr

Mike Parnell

Tim Fischer  
Auto Body, LLC

Tim Fischer

Greg  
Clevenger

Sponsors

27

Optical Options, Inc.
2229 A North Belt Highway

Saint Joseph, MO 64506

816-671-0500             Fax: 816-671-0600

Dr. Rosenak’s


