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The Tribe is 90 years old

 This coming weekend, mem-
bers of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say 
will gather officially for the last 
time to complete the 2015 sea-
son:  The Mic-O-Say Pow-Wow.
 The traditional three day 
event will begin on the evening 
of Friday, July 31, and continue 
through Sunday morning, Au-
gust 2.
 Details and additional infor-
mation, including how to reg-
ister, or to obtain a Mic-O-Pass, 
appear on page 20.

 There are anniversaries we easily remember and anticipate: 
the major milestones— the 25th, the 50th, the 75th. Ten years 
from now, the Tribe will celebrate reaching the century mark, "the 
big one"—its 100th anniversary.
 But it would be remiss to fail to note that this summer marks 
Mic-O-Say's 9th decade as The Honor Camping Society. 
 Ninety years ago, H. Roe Bartle and a handful of dedicated 
Scouters reinvented a local honor program called Manhawka and 
gave birth to the Tribe we know and love today. 
 All of it began on forty acres known as Camp Brinton, the hum-
ble first council camp of the Saint Joseph Area Council.
 For a brief sojourn back to glimpse the place where it all be-
gan, take a look at this issue's back cover.



I go great SpIrIt, anSwerIng thy call,  
for It IS well: My brotherS carry on.

The Chief passes
Not since H. Roe Bartle himself, has any one Tribesman 

done more to mold and shape the course and destiny 
of the mother lodge of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say than did 

Roger Thom, Chieftain Swimming Rock.

 Roger Thom quietly passed away on the evening of Decem-
ber  22, 2014.

 How does one adequately remember the life of one indi-
vidual whose own life so heavily influenced and shaped the 
lives of  countless others?  Perhaps one can never do such a 
thing perfectly, but the Chief was certainly "remembered well" 
in a three hour tribute on the evening of April 24, 2015. The 
celebration was carried out, most appropriately, in the Colleen 
Thom Auditorium of Central High School, named in honor of 
his late wife.

 It was an evening of story telling.  

 And that is indeed fitting. After all, Scouts and Scouters 
who have been Tribesmen for any length of time would all 
agree: We best remember our times in the Tribe, whether they 
be happy or sad, boastful or humble, mellow, mystical, or 
momentous, through the tales we tell each other. And in the 
recounting, the memories become ever more treasured.  So 
an evening of telling the stories of Roger Thom was indeed a 
fitting memorial — and celebration, of a life well lived.

 Architect by vocation, but avid Scouter and Tribesman by 
avocation, Roger Thom wished his remains to be interred in 
the place that was perhaps to him more home than his physi-
cal home, the hills and valleys of the Geiger Reservation.

 And thus it was done. The ashes of Roger Thom were placed 
upon the altar of 4F at the Tribal Feast this spring.: a final tribute 
to a great man. Though he is now gone, we still hear his voice 
clearly in nearly every phrase spoken in our timeless ritual of 
initiation. And his words will inspire generations not yet born.

 It is well, O Worthy Chief.
By Chieftain Northern Cross
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Many Tribesmen have spent countless sum-
mers on the Geiger Reservation, so the 
words, “Welcome home, Tribesmen” posted 

on the sign at the entrance to camp mean more 
than the common passerby may think. Camp Geiger 
truly is home to all of us, and  the Tribal Feast always 
signifies a great “welcome back” to greet old friends 
and to kick off the camping season with exciting 
ceremonies.
 This year’s historic Tribal Feast was held on May 
30th following the annual Tom-Tom Beater and 
Runner Retreats as well as the very first Firebuilder 
Retreat. Tribesmen from far and wide gathered to 
share stories from the past year, eat a good meal, 
and join in opening the camping season as always, 
with a pow wow! 
 After another great year of Mic-O-Say under the 
leadership of Chieftain Least Red Clock, it was time 
to name the new Chieftain of the Tribe. This year 
the Council of Chieftains chose Roger Miller, Medi-
cine Man Found Light, to be elevated as our newest 
Chieftain and continue the great tradition of friend-
ship and leadership that was laid down before him 
by all of his predecessors—the previous Chieftains. 
With another exemplary Tribesman at the helm, 
there’s no telling exactly what this year has in store 
for the Tribe, but we know it will be a great year.
 In addition to the naming of our newest Chief-
tain, two very special awards were presented to two 
very special Tribesmen. This year at the Feast, both 
the Two Moons Award and the Four Fires Award 
were presented, a rare occurrence given the nature 
of the two awards. The Two Moons Award is the 

highest honor the Tribe can bestow upon a young 
Tribesman, and the Four Fires Award is its adult 
equivalent. These prestigious awards are bestowed 
on Tribesmen who, in the eyes of the Medicine Men 
(Two Moons Award) or Council of Chieftains (Four 
Fires Award), have exhibited the highest level of ded-
ication to the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Earning the tenth 
Four Fires Award in Tribal history was Greg Clev-
enger, Medicine Man Much Timber. Celebrating at 

By Chris Holtman
KSB SPEAKS WITh ThuNDER
TROOP 74

one for the ages
2015 Tribal Feast 
brought many changes 
and surprises

Ken Baker, Chieftain Little Pack Rock, stepped down from his 
role as Ceremonial Chief at the 2015 Tribal Feast. he has thus far 
served the Tribe as Directing Medicine Man for 20 years, and as 
its Ceremonial Chief for the past 8. Baker said he will continue 
to serve Mic-O-Say and Scouting as a member of the Council of 
Chieftains and in other capacities.
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his side as only the seventh ever recipient of the Two 
Moons Award and this year’s Camp Program Director 
was Sean Killin, Keeper of the Sacred Bundle Straight 
Shot. The two have given time and time again for 
Mic-O-Say and will no doubt continue to exemplify 
the friendship and leadership that it takes to be such 
great and deserving Tribesmen of such awards.
 As the excitement and the night began to wind 
down, all Tribesmen were roused with a jolt: yet 
another change in this year’s ceremonies was an-
nounced as Ceremonial Chieftain Little Pack Rock 
addressed the Tribe for the last time in that role. Ken 
Baker served the Tribe as the Directing Medicine 
Man from 1986 to 2006, and since his elevation to 
Chieftain in 2006, has held the role as the  of Cer-
emonial Chief. Ken is also a recipient of the Four Fires 
Award, his being bestowed in 1998, for his dedica-
tion for Scouting and Mic-O-Say. As many Tribesmen 
would agree, the ceremonies of Mic-O-Say not only 
help to make our time on the Geiger Reservation 
meaningful, but enjoyable as well. Chieftain Little 

Pack Rock has played a vital role in creating much 
of the magic that brings each ceremony to life. His 
passion and enthusiasm for creating a memorable 
experience for each young boy and Tribesman is 
only matched by the wisdom and kindness that he 
openly offers to each Scout and leader he meets. 
As he addressed the Tribe for the last time as the 
Ceremonial Chief, many of us sat on the ground 
thinking of how we will miss his voice and presence 
in our ceremonies. He did assure all gathered, how-
ever, that while his duties may change, his love for 
the Tribe will not and his involvement will only take 
other forms.
 Following such an eventful evening, it was hard 
to believe that this was just the beginning! The 2015 
Tribal Feast brought us the first Firebuilder Retreat 
and for only the second time ever, the Two Moons 
Award and Four Fires Award being presented on the 
same evening. The summer got off to an exciting 
start, proceeded well and smoothly and will finish in 
grand style at the Pow-Wow next weekend.

Darrell Jones
ChIEFTAIN ShORT FIRE

Scott hodgin
ChIEFTAIN LITTLE VENISON huNTER

Ken Paden
ChIEFTAIN LEAST RED CLOCK

In the summer of 2015, the honor of the role of Ceremonial Chief was carried out by sev-
eral Chieftains.  In the fall of 2015, the Council of Chieftains will determine how this role 
will be carried out in the future.

The Ceremonial Chiefs for the summer of 2015
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Tell us about the storm shelter project.  What are 
we doing?
 We are constructing 13 FEMA-rated tornado safe 
rooms at Camp Geiger.  These safe rooms are very 
similar to the storm shelters the Heart of America 
Council recently constructed at Camp Naish and H. 
Roe Bartle Scout Reservation.   

  
Why are we doing this?
 The primary objective of the project is to sig-
nificantly enhance the safety of campers, staff and 
visitors at Camp Geiger, providing FEMA-rated 
protection from severe storms, including tornadoes1.   
Each storm shelter will provide a safe haven for ap-
proximately 105 people (campers, staff and visitors) 
during severe weather.  The shelters are each 24’ x 
36’ in size and will be constructed to FEMA specifica-
tions (able to withstand 250 mph winds).  

A monumental undertaking 
for the safety of our Scouts

tHE fEMA StoRM SHELtER pRoJEct

By Dale Werts
COuNCIL ExECuTIVE BOARD
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 A secondary objective of this project is (a) to pro-
vide additional, quality program space in pavilions 
that will be constructed on the top of each safe room 
structure, and (b) to provide enhanced rest room 
and shower facilities for our campers.

Who is involved in the project?
 A cast of thousands!  Like a good Boy Scout 
troop, we have many people playing different roles 
in the project – a really effective, high performing 
TEAM!  We had a design team, and we continue to 
have a FEMA grant-writing and oversight team, a 
construction oversight team, a fundraising team, and 
lots of hard working volunteers and donors (founda-
tions, trusts, corporations and lots of individuals!).  
Many encouraging words have been heard!  
 At the risk of failing to mention someone . . . . 
Herner Construction Co. of St. Joseph, Missouri, is 
general contractor for the project.  A consortium 
of Paragon Architects of Springfield, Missouri and 
ATA Architects of North Kansas City, Missouri, acts 
as architects for the project and oversees construc-
tion to assure compliance with FEMA regulations.  
Ken Baker is our construction manager (advising on 
construction issues) and Dale Werts is the project 
manager (liaison with SEMA, FEMA and Andrew 
County, processing bills and handling monthly FEMA 
reports and FEMA reimbursement requests).  Our 
Scout Executive, Alan Franks, oversees the account-
ing and fundraising.  The Facilities Committee led by 
Ken Baker has been involved in planning and various 
tasks.  The fundraising team led by Clark Hampton 
has been key to fundraising, as well as the Tribal 
Council led by Ed Stroud.  Harold Kerns was a great 
help on the eagle and bat issues.  But the “MVP” of 
the team has been John Clawson, who has been in-
strumental in the planning/design of the structures, 
overseeing the General Contractor and his subcon-
tractors, and handling special tasks like water/power 
to the sites, seeding and security!

When will the shelters be ready to use?
 Eight shelters are substantially complete and 
ready for use for the Summer 2015 camping season.  
The exceptions are that only 2 have roofs on them, 
and none have the planned 3rd toilet or the planned 
2nd shower.  
 Construction of the remaining 5 shelters will 
commence in October 2015 and is expected to be 
completed by April 2016, after which FEMA will con-

duct its review and inspection of all 13 shelters.  
The deadline for final FEMA-approval of all 13 struc-
tures (and related emergency evacuation plans) is 
September 2016.  All of the expected costs will be in-
curred, and must be paid for, by this September 2016 
deadline except for the “extra bells and whistles” like 
the roofs on 11 of the shelters, the planned 3rd toilet 
and the planned 2nd shower – these items will be 
added “as funds permit” and have no FEMA-imposed 
deadline.  

What is this going to cost?
 The total expected project cost of the storm 
shelters, when finished, is expected to be approxi-
mately $2,186,040.  Some expenses are eligible for 
75% reimbursement from FEMA (each, a “FEMA-eli-
gible expense”), while other expenses are not eli-
gible for reimbursement (such as the pavilion roofs, 
bringing power and water to the sites, extra toilet, 
showers, water heaters).  Therefore, FEMA will bear 
approximately $1,345,530 of this total expected cost 
and the Council will bear approximately $840,510 of 
this total expected cost.  (NOTE:  the foregoing cost 
estimate is based on the General Contractor’s pric-
ing – we believe the Council will be able to complete 
some of the work – like the roofs -- at a somewhat 
lower price.)
 The tables below reflect (1) the expected total 
FEMA-eligible expenses, $1,794,040 (the Council 
will bear 25% of these expenses -- $448,510), and 
(2) the expected total non-FEMA-eligible expenses, 
$392,000 (the Council will bear 100% of these ex-
penses – which as noted before are at the General 
Contractor’s pricing).

FEMA-ELIgIBLE COSTS (WE PAy 25%)
DESCRIPTION TOTAL 

COST
FEMA 

ShARE
COuNCIL 

ShARE

Bid Publication Costs $2,500 $1,875 $625

Architect/Engineer Fees $65,000 $48,750 $16,250

Testing Fees $65,000 $48,750 $16,250

Base Bid (FEMA Specs) $1,661,540 $1,246,155 $415,385

Total FEMA-Eligible Costs $1,794,0404 $1, 345, 530 $448, 510

NON FEMA-ELIgIBLE COSTS (WE PAy 100%)
Pavilions $342,000

Infrastructure (power, water to sites) $30,000

Showers, extra toilets, water heaters $  20,000

Total non-FEMA eligible costs $392,000
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TOTAL PROJECT COSTS
DESCRIPTION TOTAL 

COST
FEMA 

ShARE
COuNCIL 

ShARE

Total FEMA-eligible costs $1,794,040 $1,345,530 $448,510

Total Non-FEMA eligible costs $392,000 n/a $392,000

Total Project Costs $2, 186,040 $1,345, 530 $840,510

Where will the money come from?
 First and foremost, the American taxpayer is pro-
viding over 60% of the cost of the project!  Only with 
this cost-share opportunity would the Council be 
able to tackle a project of this magnitude as quickly 
as we have.
 Second, the Council has been raising funds for 
this project since 2013.  A number of “lead donors” 
(including the Tribe) pledged to pay “$30,000 for a 
shelter”.  Additional funds have been raised from 
various trusts and foundations and corporations.
The initial push has been to raise the money needed 
to fund the Council’s share of the FEMA-eligible 
expenses, because these expenses have a dead-
line – they must be paid as the Contractor’s bills 
come due, and in any event by the September 2016 
FEMA deadline.  There were some non-FEMA eligible 
expenses that are being incurred at the same time 
as the FEMA-eligible expenses, simply because they 
cannot be delayed until later (plumbing being the 
best example, as well as the cost of running power 
and water to each safe room).  And, the Council 
elected to have the General Contractor put roofs on 
the safe rooms at Sioux Lookout and Arapahoe, so 
everyone could see what the “finished product” will 
look like.
 The secondary push (now underway) is intended 
to raise the funds necessary to finish the structures 
– adding the “non-FEMA required elements” like the 
roofs, the extra toilet, the showers, the water heaters.
 Set forth below is a table showing our fundrais-
ing results so far2. 

CuRRENT FuNDINg
Funding Source AMOuNT

RECEIVED
OuTSTAND-

INg
PLEDgES

TOTAL REC'D +
OuTSTANDINg 

PLEDgES

Trusts & Foundations $210,200 $55,000 $265,200

Individual Donors $179,469 $12,465 $191,934

Corporate Gifts $35,000 $30,000 $65,000

Facilities Fees3 $27,077 -- $27,077

Totals for Council's 
Portion of Costs

$451,745 $97,465 $549,211

Remaining Need -- -- $291,299

 We continue to target potential donors among 
past and current individual and corporate support-
ers of the Boy Scouts of America, as well as trusts, 
foundations and community organizations.

How can I help?
 First, if you are camping at Geiger this year, listen 
closely when the camp staff explains the new evacu-
ation procedures!  There obviously have been some 
changes!
 Second, get the word out that depending on the 
weather, areas around the 8 new safe rooms might 
be a little muddy at times this summer.  Bring an 
extra pair of shoes!
 Third, let us know if you are aware of anyone or 
any business, trust or foundation that might be able 
to help us fund the completion of the project!  
 And fourth, if you are able, feel free to donate to 
the cause!  We are very grateful for those who have 
already stepped up and helped out!

 1 The construction of the types of shelters has become increasingly common since 
the deaths of several Boy Scouts at a Boy Scout camp near Council Bluffs, Iowa 
several years ago. 

2  As of May 13, 2015.

3  The Council instituted a 5% facilities fee, which yielded $27,077 in 2014 that was 
applied to the project.  
    
 4  This amount uses the General Contractor’s pricing for the “extras” like the roofs, 
which as stated above we believe will provide opportunities for savings.  
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April 2012:  The Heart of America Council’s construction of FEMA-
funded storm shelters at Camp Naish and at Bartle Scout Reserva-
tion was discussed at the Facilities Committee meeting.  Investiga-
tions into the FEMA grant process followed.

May 2012:  The FEMA grant process was investigated, includ-
ing meetings with HOAC officials and Roger Latham, Emergency 
Management Director of Andrew County.  (FEMA grants money to 
applicants (the Missouri State Emergency Management Agency, or 
“SEMA”) for use by grantees (Andrew County) through subgrantees 
(Pony Express Council).  

June 2012:  Information was gathered and the required “Notice of 
Interest” was filed with SEMA, putting the Council "in line" for con-
sideration in the next round of funding.  

November 2012:  On November 27, 2012, SEMA advised the Coun-
cil that we needed to submit our grant application by December 
28, 2012.  The grant application was fairly complex and included, 
amount other things:  (a) several different kinds of maps showing to-
pography, evacuation routes, existing structures, safe room sites by 
latitude and longitude, "population circles", (b) preliminary designs 
of the shelters, (c) preliminary budgets, (d) design and construction 
timelines, (e) historical storm histories for the site and the general 
area, (f ) information about the Council, (g) a letter from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation confirming the absence of endangered 
wildlife, (h) a letter from the Missouri State Historical Preservation 
Officer confirming the absence of historically significant structures 
that would be harmed by the construction, (i) a letter from local 
emergency providers (fire department) about the project, (j) a letter 
from the Council about funding the local share, (k) resolutions from 
Andrew County approving the application, (l) a detailed cost benefit 
analysis per shelter, and (m) an emergency evacuation plan.  It was 
a real race to get all this put together in 30 days, particularly when 
we had never done one before!  HOAC (particularly Ranger Rick Led-
gerwood, HOAC’s FEMA project manager) was very supportive and 
helpful.  The size and location of each shelter had to be supported 
with the population that would use it.  This is why the safe rooms are 
located in the campsites.  Then-Camp Director Tony Sasso helped 
meld HOAC’s emergency evacuation plan with Geiger’s existing 
emergency plan.

January 2013:  SEMA completed its review of the grant application.  
This review led to requests for more information and revisions of the 
application revision, as well as additional work with architects on 
the budget.  The application was finalized and submitted by SEMA 
to FEMA.  Over 100 hours were devoted to the grant application 
before it was done.

February-June 2013:  Preliminary meetings were held in the 
Council concerning fundraising.  In addition, SEMA and US Fish & 
Wildlife required the Council to complete two studies – one relating 
to Indiana bats and Bald Eagles, and the other relating to historical 
preservation.  These were completed and submitted in the coming 
weeks and months.

June 14, 2013:  SEMA notified the Council that our grant applica-
tion had been approved by FEMA for Phase I -- the design phase!  
Alan Franks, Ken Baker and Dale Werts attended a grant orientation 
meeting in Jefferson City, and work was started on legal agree-
ments.  Werts was designated “Project Manager” for the project (the 

point person for FEMA/SEMA/Andrew County) and Ken Baker was 
designated the “Construction Manager” for the project.

August 2013:  Andrew County signed the Grant Agreement with 
SEMA, and the Council signed a funding agreement with Andrew 
County.  

November 2013:  The Council advertised the Request for Quali-
fications for design services in the Kansas City Star and St. Joseph 
News-Press.  The team of Paragon Architects of Springfield MO and 
ATA Architects of North Kansas City (the latter being the architect 
for HOAC on the Naish and Bartle projects) was selected on Monday, 
November 24, 2013, and the design contract was negotiated and 
then entered into on December 16, 2013.  Procurement documenta-
tion was submitted to SEMA.

December 2013/January 2014:   The architects met with the Coun-
cil several times, and produced architectural drawings for submis-
sion to FEMA for approval.

February - June 2014:  Relating to the Fish & Wildlife issues, the 
Council was required to submit more information about the number 
of trees that would be removed for each site, and the expected 
impact of such removal on Indiana bats and Bald Eagles.  

July 21, 2014:  SEMA notified the Council that FEMA had approved 
the construction documents and we could proceed with Phase II 
– the construction phase!  This kicked off several weeks of work-
ing with the architects on final drawings and bid packages, which 
included the form of contract the Council would enter into with the 
General Contractor.

September 10-11, 2014:  The Council published its Request for 
Bids for construction in the Kansas City Star and St. Joseph News-
Press.

September 16, 2014:  John Clawson and Ken Baker hosted a 
“pre-bid walk-through” of the sites at Camp Geiger for interested 
potential bidders.

September 23, 2014:  Bids were opened in the office of the Andrew 
County Treasurer.  Procurement documentation was submitted to SEMA.  
Meetings were then held with Herner Construction Co. of St. Joseph.

October 30, 2014:  The contract with the General Contractor was 
signed on October 27, 2014, after which a kickoff meeting was held 
with the General Contractor and his major subcontractors at Camp 
Geiger.  Procurement documentation was submitted to SEMA.

November 5, 2014:  Construction began at Camp Geiger with exca-
vation of the first 8 sites.

November 23, 2014:  A ground-breaking ceremony was held (in 
the rain!) at Camp Geiger.

May 1, 2015:  The first phase of construction was substantially 
completed.

June 7, 2015:  A dedication/ribbon cutting ceremony will be held 
at Sioux Lookout, 7:45 p.m., and the first storm evacuation drills will 
be held.   

H i S t o R i c A L  H i G H L i G H t S
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50 Years

I received a  message this morn-
ing from the Make Talk Now 
staff, who inform me that this 

summer marks my fiftieth year 
in Mic-O-Say and that the “floor 
is open for a self-written article.”  
They say the article is “100% mine,” 
that there are no guidelines as to 
length or content, and that they 
will not edit my work. Apparently 
I can write about great memories, 
tell my story from beginning to 
end or “give advice to young guys 
and/or all and anything in be-
tween.”
 I would like to begin, then, 
by advising them that they should 
edit my work  A writer without an 
editor is a pit bull unleashed. Or, 
as Mark Twain might have put it, 
“I’ve never fully trusted writers.”
I won’t tell my story from begin-

ThinGs ChanGE fasT …  

 but you ought to stop 
  and smell the roses

By Richard Boehner
ChIEFTAIN SEES ThE SuN
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50 Years
ning to end.  That’s a six volume 
novel. I’ve just given my advice 
to young guys: edit everything. 
I have wonderful memories, but 
I think I shall try for “anything in 
between.”  By their own rules, they 
can’t touch it.
 My first thought was to 
tell you about my new play Mark 
Twain Today which is, or will be, 
running in a theatre near you, 
parts of which can be seen at  
http://youtube/4DuRfz6P7qE.  
But that would be a shameless 
plug and free advertising and I 
refuse to take part in such a thing.
 So I sit here on an early 
morning, leisurely typing what-
ever I desire.  The words will fly 
by bits and bytes to the Make 
Talk Now staff and will ultimately 
be reproduced for you electroni-
cally, in something that looks like 
a magazine, but which cannot be 
arranged upon my coffee table.
 Does the Tribe fully under-
stand the great strides MOS has 
taken in its ability to communicate 
to its members?  When I was a 
young Tribesman, there was no 
“newsletter” or “news magazine.”  
There was no Make Talk Now 
because there was no Make Talk 
Then. There was no medium for it. 
There was no Internet. I remem-

ber a time, not so very long ago, 
when Dr. Tim Murphy and I were 
creating Make Talk headlines by 
transferring “rub on” characters 
to a piece of paper. The process 
didn’t allow for mistakes. One had 
to actually think before he pressed 
the letters to paper.
 Like the rest of the world, 
Mic-O-Say, in the time I’ve known 
it, has moved from a small room 
of file drawers and index cards to 
everyone’s cell phone and Twitter 
account, conveying information at 
warp speed.  We no longer live on 
a high ridge, tending our crops. 
We exist in the Instantaneous Age 
and we are immediately gratified.
 There’s nothing inher-
ently wrong with communicating 
quickly. Pony Express riders would 
have loved it. But of course, then 
they would have been the Twit-
ter Express, and the ponies would 
have been put out to pasture. 
There’s something to be said for 
stopping to smell the roses.  So 
read this carefully, young Tribes-
men:  By putting these words to 
paper (or what passes for paper 
these days) and not allowing it to 
be “adapted to video,” I am forcing 
your under-developed psyches to 
work perhaps 20% harder. That is 
a good thing, regardless of what 

you may have been programmed 
to believe. And when I say “think 
about it,” I offer those words with 
more sentiment than you might 
possibly ever know.
 Perhaps you have guessed 
by now that I’m not too interested 
in reliving my past. While history 
is important to me, the future is 
extraordinarily interesting.
 My fifty years?  Yes, I was 
a rebel among a bunch of rebels 
and yes, I caused Finley Fiske to 
shout “Don’t get cute with the 
Chief!” at 4F.  Yes, I was the only 
KSB to have performed 1F and 
yes, the stories they tell about 
me are about 85% true, and all 
of them seem to get better each 
year. If you want to know them, 
ask me; I can tell them better than 
anybody. But they are a collection 
of yesterdays, and not nearly so 
important as what you are going 
to do with tomorrow.

--------------

Other Tribesmen celebrating their 50th 
year include:
Roger Denton
Todd Stillings
Marc Courtney 
Jerry Rowlett
Steve Stock
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W Inner Circle
ords

from the

I would like to start by saying “thank 
you” for all the congratulations and 
well wishes from so many.  I am 

greatly honored and humbled by this 
opportunity and am excited to serve 
as Chieftain for the 2015 camping 
season.  

I earned my Eagle Scout in April of 
1966 and was tapped in the fifth ses-
sion of that year beginning a life long 
commitment to scouting.   Over the 
years, I served in many capacities as a 
camp counselor at both Camp Geiger 
and H. Roe Bartle developing life long 
experiences and friendships.  Serving 
on staff created a foundation that I 
draw upon to this day.  I later began 
a career in medical sales in 1974 and 
continue in that capacity today.  In 
reflecting on my professional experi-
ence, the Scout Oath and Scout laws 
were fundamental to my success and 
the guiding principals for many deci-
sions I made. 

This camping season, I would like to 
ask you what is important to you?  

What do you invest in?

Scouting is an investment of time 
and as important as any financial 
investment you will make.  Invest-
ing can come in many forms - time, 
skills, experience, energy and money.  
I continue to serve as a scout leader 
in a local troop as well as contribute 
monthly to The Dog Soldier Fund.   
Investing in Boy Scouts and Dog Sol-
dier should be a strategic imperative 
for each of us.  

By investing in other people through 
Scouting and Dog Soldier, we can 
make a difference in our program, 
and to our country.   Much like invest-
ing, the resulting dividends come 
in many forms such as meeting and 
helping develop Eagle Scouts and 
future leaders in scouting and profes-
sionally.

Know that your contribution matters!  

Best wishes for a productive and fun 
camping season.  I look forward to 
growing and developing with you,

Roger Miller 
Chieftain Found Light 
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Three Newman Scholarships 
Awarded at 2015 Conclave
By John Carr
KSB LITTLE SKy SIgNAL

2015 Newman Scholarship Recipients: Left to Right: Jack Malo (KSB Proud Drum, Troop 
67), Noah Bielby (KSB Little Speedy Fire, Troop 167), Matt Brammeier (KSB Little Sun 
Trail, Troop 360).  Note: Matt Brammeier became the first ever two-time recipient of the 
Scholarship.

Noah Bielby
KSB LITTLE SPEEDy FIRE
TROOP 167, WINSTON, MISSOuRI

 At the reservation Noah has 
been an active staff man, now 
serving in his eighth year on 
staff, presently serving in the 
Eagle Area. He currently stud-
ies at Northwest Missouri State 
University (NWMSU) with a major 
in Middle School Education with 
concentration in science and 
social science. He also is an active 
member of the Residential Life 
staff at NWMSU, as well as mem-
ber of Residence Hall Association, 
National Residence Hall Honorary, 
Cardinal Key Honor Society and 
many other groups. 

 “Being a recipient of the New-
man Scholarship was a great honor 
and an even greater surprise. I want 
to thank my family for supporting 
me all through Scouting and all 
my other adventures. I also want 
to thank all the Camp Geiger Staffs 
I have served with over the years: 

Patrick L. Newman served for nearly thirty years on the 
Tribal Council of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and often urged 
the organization to create an educational scholarship 

for young Tribesmen.
 
 Medicine Man Wet Firesticks held multiple academic 
degrees and understood the importance and value of higher 
education. He strongly believed that Scouts should pursue 
their educational opportunities; and believed that Tribes-
men, in particular, by virtue of the promises they made, 
should utilize their education as a means of service to others. 
The establishment of this scholarship, named in his memory, 
is the fulfillment of that lifelong goal.
 The Newman Scholarship is awarded annually and each 
scholarship has a value of $1,000. One or more scholarships 
may be awarded in any given year depending on the avail-
ability of funds. The scholarship is funded entirely by private 
voluntary donations. This year the Tribe awarded three schol-
arships to three fine Tribesmen.
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Jack Malo
KSB PROuD DRuM 
TROOP 67, gALLATIN, MISSOuRI 

 
 Jack currently studies at Mis-
souri Western State University, 
where he is majoring in Music 
Education. He also participates in 
numerous University ensembles 
including percussion ensemble, 
symphonic winds, pep band, 
marching band, and choir.  Jack 
is also a member of Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia Fraternity for Men in Mu-
sic. Additionally, Jack also assisted 
in forming a chapter of Epsilon 
Tau Pi, an Eagle Scout Fraternity, 
at Missouri Western. 
 “Receiving the Patrick L. New-
man [Scholarship] means a whole 
lot to me. Ever since I was a little 
Brave, I watched people receive 
and always wondered what out-

Matt Brammeier
KEEPER OF ThE SACRED BuNDLE LITTLE 
SuN TRAIL
TROOP 360, KEARNEy, MISSOuRI

 This year for the first time 
in the history of the award, the 
scholarship was given to a Scout 
for the second time. Matt Bram-
meier served on the Camp Geiger 
Staff for seven years, most re-
cently as Instructor on the COPE 
course and Ranger Staff. Since 
receiving the scholarship, Matt 
has graduated from Missouri 
Western State University with a 
degree in Personnel Psychology. 
At Missouri Western, he received 
the Undergraduate Showcase 
Award from the Southwest 
Psychological Association for his 
independent research, Titled A 
New Methodological Approach 
to the Study of Groupthink. Matt 
originally received the scholar-
ship in 2010. 
 “It was an unbelievable feeling 
and I expected it even less this time. 
I put in an application because it 
was just a few minutes to fill out 
and send in, and I wasn't losing 
anything by doing it. I didn't expect 
anything to come of it, especially 
since I couldn't be at Conclave most 
of the day. It was amazing to hear 
my name called again and by three 
of my best friends nonetheless. To 
me, it is an affirmation from the 
Tribe that I still exemplify everything 
the Tribe wants to see in a young 
man.”
 The Patrick L. Newman Schol-
arship is regularly awarded at the 
Tribe’s Winter Conclave in January. 
Applications must be submitted 
by October 15th of the previous 
year, and can be found at the 
Council Service Center or on the 
Scholarships section of www.
micosay.org. 

standing people get to receive that 
award, never knowing that I would 
one day be one of those people. My 
life wouldn't have been the same 
without the Tribe, and with its pro-
gram. It's made me the man I am 
today, and that's priceless. But with 
the Tribe seeing my accomplish-
ments, and allowing me to receive 
this, helping me pay for school, 
when everyone knows it's so hard to 
pay for now a days, makes me feel 
wonderful and reminds me of the 
3HR and how the Tribe has helped 
me for the majority of my life. Help-
ing me, a young and weak person, 
into someone that is strong, and 
is in a position to help others, and 
will continue to help others for as 
long as I live. As I enter adulthood, 
I will always look back to the hills 
and trees and Camp Geiger, and be 
thankful for all that I learned from 
that place, and from the people 
who are there.”

you guys have also helped me help 
others younger and weaker and 
also realize what profession I want 
to pursue- Middle School Educa-
tion. My advice to anyone applying 
for the scholarship or in scouting 
in general; don't quit!  Thank you 
everyone!”
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James Aldridge, Red Canoe, Honorary Warrior, 04/12/2014
Robert Beaver, Counts The Buffalo, Honorary Warrior, 10/10/2014
Ora Brooke, Big Iron Mouth, Honorary Warrior, 07/26/2014
Jerry Chambers, Iron Bead, Honorary Warrior, 01/07/2014
Harold Chilcoat, Big Slender Owl, Honorary Warrior, 03/21/2015
Frank Clodfelter, Lights The Lodge, Honorary Warrior, 11/20/2014
John Corcoran, Trail Blazer, Sachem, 03/13/2015
Dr. Forrest Cox II, Striped Chipmunk, Honorary Warrior, 12/05/2014
Neal Dawson, Big Smiling Eagle, Honorary Warrior, 06/26/2014
Virgil Edwards, Black Bear, Honorary Warrior, 04/03/2015
Bernard Faustlin, Falling Rain, Honorary Warrior, 12/24/2014
Leland Foland, Friendly Forest, Tom-Tom Beater, 12/21/2014
Bill French, Broken Toe, Honorary Warrior, 04/23/2015
Dan Hahn, Hunts In Summer, Honorary Warrior, 05/09/2014
Charles Hoffman, Strange One, Brave, 09/14/2014
Robert Hogan, Lodge House, Honorary Warrior, 09/30/2014
Gordon Hopkins, Lost Moon, Warrior, 02/09/2014
Bob Idol, Music Maker, Brave, 06/15/2014
Gerald Jackson, Friendly Owl, Sachem, 10/16/2014
Dr. Robert Keller, Long Winding Trail, Honorary Warrior, 11/11/2014
Christopher Kilgore, Dark Storm, Warrior, 07/25/2014
Donald Mathena, Big Startled Blue Jay, Honorary Warrior, 11/04/2014
Charles Maxwell, Silver Wampum, Honorary Warrior, 12/29/2014
Darrell Meeker, Big Ice Rock, Honorary Warrior, 01/08/2014
G.K. Meinershagen, Big Kitche-Amik, Honorary Warrior, 03/29/2015
Emmett Oswalt, Brick Maker, Sachem, 08/13/2014
Dick Piper, Summer Rainbow, Honorary Warrior, 01/19/2014
Ronald Prawitz, Standing Pine, Honorary Warrior, 09/06/2014
Aaron Ranner, Lost Legend, Honorary Warrior, 04/09/2015
James Riggs, Flying Falcon, Honorary Warrior, 05/03/2014
Brock Rodgers, Cimarron Trail, Brave, 06/24/2014
Sanford Rogers, Helpful Bowman, Medicine Man, 09/02/2014
Fred Ross, Safe Trails, Honorary Warrior, 04/03/2015
Pat Schiesl, Little Smiling Black Gopher, Firebuilder, 12/22/2014
Wayne Stegman, Shoes Gas Horse, Brave, 05/09/2015
David Swaim, Yellow Moccasin, Keeper of the Sacred Bundle, 03/07/2014
James Taylor, Big Deer, Honorary Warrior, 02/23/2015
Roger Thom, Swimming Rock, Chieftain, 12/22/2014
Mitchell Watkins, Yellow Pine, Honorary Warrior, 04/24/2014
Lee Zumwalt, Little To The Woods, Honorary Warrior, 09/05/2014

Departed
Brothers

These brother Tribesmen 
passed away during the 
past twelve moons and 
their names were called 

for a final remembrance at 
this year's Tribal feast.

The circle with small dot in the 
center is an ancient indian trail 

symbol meaning "i have gone home."
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A brief reprise of 
Scouting and Mic-O-Say

LOOKING 

as they were

BACK

1915
 By now, Troop 1 had been such a success that 
additional units were being formed or planned. 
The idea of Boy Scouting had become immensely 
popular. 

 The Victor Talking Machine Co. introduces a 
phonograph, the Victrola. The first transcontinental 
phone call is made January 25. 

1925
 Bartle arrived in January. On June 15, W. E. 
Brinton signed a general warranty deed in the office 
of the Buchanan County Recorder of Deeds, offering 
two tracts of land to the Boy Scouts, hereafter to be 
known as Camp Brinton. The first regular induction 

of Mic-O-Say members probably began with the first 
session of Camp at Brinton this year. 

 According to Bartle, the practice of giving 
an eagle claw to new members was a tradition 
borrowed from his earlier years in Wyoming. 

 Another tradition of giving a walrus tooth to 
those becoming Warriors was short lived. “We got 
rid of the walrus teeth about three years later…
we decided that if a man was good enough to be a 
Brave and he got an eagle claw, then he has been 
doubly-tested and so he is entitled to a second eagle 
claw, which is a whole lot better than having an old 
walrus tooth.”
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1935
 On June 16, Camp Geiger was officially opened 
and dedicated. Its first Camp Director was Elwood Huff. 
Marion Gibbons directed the waterfront, and William 
Albright was director of handicraft. 

 A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Thom 
in St. Joseph this year. The boy was named Roger and 
would become one of the most influential individuals 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Twenty-three years later he 
would serve as Mic-O-Say’s first Directing Medicine 
Man, bearing that title for nearly thirty years. Together 
with Finley Fiske, this man would help to shape Mic-
O-Say into what is arguably the most effective honor 
camping society in use.

1945 

 It was reported that more than 20 permanent 
buildings on 54 acres now existed at Camp Geiger. 
There were 18 sleeping cabins, mostly of lumber, 
and four Adirondack shelters made of rock. The total 
fee this year for a week, Sunday to Sunday, is $8 per 
person. 

 The world was stunned on April 12 to learn that 
Franklin Roosevelt had died. Harry Truman had 
become President. On May 7, Germany surrendered 
unconditionally. 

 A local story reported that pigs were being used 
to eat the garbage at camp because there was no 
one to haul it away. Scouts in camp were “...passing 
hog and pork production merit badges by noting 
progress made by the swine on the camp food.” 

 On September 2, the Japanese officially surrendered 
- World War II was over. George Gallup conducted 
a poll, including the questions: “Do you know what 
television is?” and “Have you ever seen a television in 
operation?”

1955 

 By now, 54% of American homes had television 
sets. 

 The Boy Scouts of America celebrated its 45th 
anniversary on February 7. 

 On April 5, Winston Churchill retired as the Prime 
Minister of England, and five days later, Bartle took 
the oath of office as mayor of Kansas City.  On April 18, 
Albert Einstein died in Princeton, New Jersey. 

 On May 20, Si Rositzky was awarded the Silver 
Antelope. The 1955 Camp Geiger Staff included 
Wayne Taylor, Camp Director, Charles Pool, Business 
Manager, Joe Collier, Program Director Neil Nielsen, 
Waterfront Director and others. The Program staff 
included Bob Canfield, Jack Coburn, Carl Nielsen and 
others. 

 On Monday July 18, Walt Disney opened an 
amusement park in Anaheim, California. He named the 
park Disneyland. By October 4, the Brooklyn Dodgers 
had won their first World Series. 

1965 
 On January 20, Lyndon Johnson was inaugurated 
on the Capitol steps in Washington. Ten days later, 
Winston Churchill died at the age of 90. 

 Bill Barker proposed the formation of a Tribal 
newsletter to be published periodically. The 
newsletter would be mailed to all active Tribesmen 
and contain news of year-round Tribal activities, 
dance practices and dances, as well as other Tribal 
functions. 

 On June 3, astronaut Edward White took a twenty 
minute “stroll” outside his Gemini 4 space capsule 100 
miles above the earth, becoming the first American to 
walk in space. 
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 On June 23, the new Maryville Health Lodge 
was officially dedicated. Roger Thom suggested 
establishing an award for the outstanding boy 
Tribesman of the year to be awarded at the Tribal 
Feast. This was later to become the Silver Coup. The 
recipient was to be under eighteen years of age 
at the time of the Feast, and chosen by the Tribal 
Council. 

 The first US combat troops arrive in Vietnam. Cost 
of a first-class stamp was five cents.

1975
 John Mitchell, H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman 
were found guilty in what would be known as the 
Watergate cover-up. On April 30, Saigon surrendered to the 
Communists in South Vietnam, ending the Vietnam War. 

 The Warriors Council requested that the 
Dissenting Sachem from the Thursday evening 
Tapping Ceremony be given an “approving” script at 
the Friday evening ceremony. The tapper during the 
fourth session was Little Hoof Mender, an Honorary 
Warrior. On July 25, DMM Swimming Rock told the 
Tribal Story at ceremonies. This was the last recorded 
time Roger Thom performed that ceremonial duty. 

On September 5, Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme attempted 
to assassinate President Gerald Ford. Saturday Night 
Live premiered on NBC. Home videotape systems 
(VCRs) are developed in Japan by Sony. 

 This was the summer in which the octagonal pavilion, 
which stands east of the parking lot, was built by Troop 45.

1985 

 On January 21, President Ronald Reagan was 
inaugurated twice - once legally, then again for the 
benefit of the American audience. 

 At the Tribal Feast held in the spring, Basil Hoehn, 
Medicine Man Laughing Eyes, was elevated as the  
newest Chieftain. 

 On September 1, a team of French and American 
researchers located the Titanic in 12,000 feet of water 
off Newfoundland. The ship had been on the bottom 
for 75 years. 

 It was also during the summer of 1985 that a new 
legend was introduced. Begun originally as a script 
told to Foxmen after giving their 4HR at X, the story, 
written by Tim Murphy, Sachem Northern Cross, with 
contributions by Dick Boehner, ultimately became the 
Story Fire Ceremony on Thursday night. Based upon 
a Warriors' Council request, a committee studying 
the order of 4HR by Foxmen proposed changes to 
that order (MGCO). Roger Thom revealed a new script 
revealing the new order (FCOG) at the late Thursday 
ceremony. (Eventually changed to MCOG).

1995 

 John Clawson became the Camp Ranger this year. 

 Terrorist Timothy McVeigh’s car bomb blows up 
the Oklahoma City federal building. Richard Boehner 
received the Four Fires Award at the annual Feast. A Los 
Angeles jury finds O. J. Simpson not guilty of murder 
charges. Doctors create the world’s first cloned sheep. 

2005 

 Ed Stroud was advanced to Medicine Man Walks 
Tall during fifth session ceremonies, and would 
become Directing Medicine Man Walks Tall the 
following year. 

 YouTube, headquartered in San Bruno, California 
was created by three former PayPal employees in 
February. In 2006, it was bought by Google for 1.65 
billion dollars. 

 Matthew Aamodt was tapped 5th session and has 
held a unique position in Tribal history ever since. He 
supplanted Austin Abarr, who had held that position 
since 2003 and Mike Abbey before him since 1972. 
Can you determine what makes Matthew unique?
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It has been a long time in the 
waiting, but the new Short Arrow 
Campsite was open for business 

this 2015 camping season.  As you 
may recall from previous issues, 
this project began over two years 
ago, but its location on camp 
paired with unforeseen weather 
conditions delayed this great idea 
from fruition until this summer.
 The essence of the Short Arrow 
project is the first in long plan of 
themed campsites at Camp Geiger. 
Short Arrow consists of 12 tipi’s 
for campers to stay in for the week 
and a latrine facility that appears to 
be a mineshaft straight out of the 
Old West. Each tipi can camp up to 
four campers, and is suited with an 
interior lining to keep gear dry in 
wet weather situations.
 The campsite was close to com-
pletion before the 2014 season, so 
the finishing touches could be put 
in place along side the major storm 
shelter project over this last off-
season. The tipi’s had already been 
prepared and were in place to be 
raised the week before The Tribal 
Feast. A crew of some experienced 
and some non-experienced in this 

process were eager to take part in 
this inaugural task.
 For those that are not aware, 
there is a very specific process 
when it comes to constructing a 
tipi. The more experienced mem-
bers of the crew, including Facilities 
Committee Chairman Ken Baker, 
enjoyed sharing their knowledge 
and experience with the younger 
less experienced assistants. Among 
others, the “newbies” on the crew 
comprised of a few 2015 Camp 
Staff members such as Program 
Director, Sean Killin.
 The last step in completing this 
project was the placement of the 
“Siemens Mining Co.” sign over the 
mineshaft latrine facility which also 

At long last, Short Arrow arrives
doubles as a storm shelter for scout 
safety. While this project took some 
time to see, it was well worth the 
wait. This new themed campsite 
and storm shelter latrine are one 
of the newest additions in a long 
line of camp improvements and 
innovations over the last 10 years. 
It’s always a joy to anticipate what 
will be new next season when we 
arrive at camp!
 A side note of history about the 
newest tipi campsite at Camp Gei-
ger: While Troop 60 of Savannah was 
the first official Troop to camp in the 
new tipi’s this season, you may be 
interested in your findings to ask any 
2015 first session silent Brave about 
the accuracy of that statement.
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The 2015 Pow-Wow will be held on the Geiger Reservation beginning July 31 and ending August 2. The 
chairmen this year, coming off a very successful 2014 Pow-Wow, are once again Brian Miller and Derek 
Smiley. These two Sachems have vowed not to hold anything back with a carnival theme guaranteed 

to bring hours of fun on Saturday afternoon.

 Many of the traditional activities, such as trader’s midway, adult costume sessions, and the ever-success-
ful White Coup Braves Block will be back this year. In fact, as the chairmen made their plans this off-season, 
they actually found a way to devote even more time for new Braves this time around!

 Trail of the Brave will have an extended time on Saturday morning, as will the revitalization of the Chief-
tain Dance Practice with all New Braves. Of course, this still leaves plenty of time for the new Braves to work 
with the White Coup Society on costume building, Tribal history and sign language in preparation of their 
off-season challenges in become a Hardway Warrior next summer.

 Remember that the costume portion of the Pow-Wow competitions will be on Friday night again this 
year, with dance only on Saturday night.

 A full agenda and registration information can be found hERE.

 To save time and money for Tribal Events, CLICK hERE to purchase a 2015-2016 Mic-O-Pass. The Mic-
O-Pass allows Tribesmen to preregister and pre-pay for all of the Tribal events for the next year (Pow-Wow, 
Conclave, and Tribal Feast) all at once, and all for a discounted total fee.

2015 Pow-Wow is this 
coming weekend

JuLY 31St tHRouGH AuGuSt 2

http://micosay.org/news-events-3/upcoming-events/item/151-2015-pow-wow
http://micosay.org/news-events-3/news/item/149-mic-o-pass-2015-2016


T           wenty-one Eagle Scouts were recognized for 
their unique accomplishment at the annual 
Eagle Recognition Dinner, held at the Moila 

Club, on the evening of February 13.

 Dr. Tom Courtney was the Eagle Class honoree.

 Make Talk Now is pleased to present the following 
video story recapping the highlights of this special 
evening.

The Eagle Scout class of 2014

PLAy VIDEO
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Left To Right: Ron hook (Robidoux) , Dale Werts (Robidoux), Al Boyer (Robidoux), Derek Franklin (Kanza).

The Silver Beaver Award is the council-level distin-
guished service award of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. Recipients of this award are registered adult 

leaders who have made a distinguished impact on the 
lives of youth through service given to the council.

 The Silver Beaver is the highest award the Council 
can bestow on those who implement the Scouting 
program and perform exemplary community service 
through hard work, self sacrifice, dedication, and many 
years of service.

 Make Talk congratulates our Council's newest Silver 
Beaver recipients. The awards were bestowed at the 
2014 annual recognition dinner of March 28th, 2015. 
They are: Ron Hook, Derek Franklin, Dale Werts, and Al 
Boyer. Thank you for all that you do for the community 
at large and the Scouting Program!

Four honored with Council's 
highest recognition
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 some of the expenses incurred in the production of Make Talk and Make Talk Now 
are underwritten by sponsors.
 The Tribe of Mic-O-say conveys its thanks to our sponsors.

Todd GravesBrad Derr

Mike Parnell

Tim Fischer  
Auto Body, LLC

Tim fischer

Greg  
Clevenger

Sponsors

Optical Options, Inc.
2229 A North Belt Highway

Saint Joseph, MO 64506

816-671-0500             Fax: 816-671-0600

Dr. Rosenak’s
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90 yearS have coMe and gone and aS yet,  
the Inner cIrcle of the great trIbe of MIc‑o‑Say 

reMaInS unbroken In SpIrIt.

The Tribe of Mic-o-Say had iTS huMble beginningS aT caMp brinTon 90 yearS ago. 
Pictured above, a portion of Camp Brinton as it appeared in 1925, and how the land appears today.


